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University Science Indicators is an easy-to-use database of research performance 
measures for universities and research institutions.  Based on the unique and 
authoritative publication and citation statistics compiled by Thomson Reuters, 
University Science Indicators contains the number of Thomson Reuters-indexed papers 
from each university, along with citation counts and other citation impact metrics 
available nowhere else. 

The University of Toronto uses University Science Indicators data to demonstrate the 
quality and influence of its research to the Canadian government, other leading 
research universities, and prospective faculty and students.

“Every year we do a study to see how the University of Toronto ranks among others 
in North America — including Canadian and U.S. universities.  We take the various 
fields of study, and we assign them to broad disciplinary groups — health sciences, life 
sciences, engineering and computer science, and other physical sciences.  We see how 
we rank in these categories in both citations and in publications.”

Sigouin and her University of Toronto colleagues can not only track their performance 
against that of previous years, but they can also see a picture of North American 
research as a whole.  

Based on University Science Indicators data, the university highlights its findings in 
its annual reports and reports to governors and within its web site and marketing 
materials.  This, Sigouin notes, underscores the strength of the university’s research 
programs, and helps the departments to attract more top talent.

Conclusion
Unaddressed before 2002, publication and citation analysis data have since  
become important metrics for demonstrating the strength of the University of Toronto’s 
faculty and research programs, thanks to University Science Indicators, its Thomson 
Reuters solution.

Trend graph: Institutional impact.  See how institutional impact - 
average cites per paper - can vary over time.
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Trend graph: Institutional output. Trends in publication output provide 
useful insights into an institution’s research activity.
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